THE   LAST   DAYS   OF   THE   WAR

mind with an even greater clearness as the time drew near when
I must bid them farewell.

Until half-past two that afternoon we waited for Casado's
reply. From the aerodrome we were warned several times that
if the 'planes were delayed any longer they would fall into the
hands of the Casadist forces; it was only by a miracle that this
had not happened already. There was not even a cup of coffee
for us to drink. Dr. Negrin fell asleep after thirty hours of
unbelievable tension, while General Modesto, two other officers
and I sat down to cards to kill time. Ever and again the rumbling
of a lorry passing by loaded with troops would break in on our
silence.

At half-past two a telephone call announced the capture by
the Casado forces of the military command at Alicante, the last
loyalist stronghold. If we were to get to France our departure
could not be delayed a moment later than three o'clock. On
account of the precautions we had to take on the road, when we
arrived at the aerodrome it was already past the hour. This
worried me, for I wanted at all costs to avoid the humiliating fate
of being taken just at the point when we were about to make good
our departure. But no one tried to intercept us.

In the aerodrome we were greeted by the justified, if restrained,
indignation of our colleagues, who like ourselves had had nothing
to eat, and who had, besides, been waiting for six hours in the
blazing sun. It was the first long flight over rebel territory that
the Douglas had made by day. But our grief at leaving Spain
blinded us to all other anxieties.

From France we continued provisioning the central zone
with all the means at our disposal, organizing the despatch of food
and chartering ships for evacuation. We were not turned aside
from our duty either by the insults of the Gasado broadcasts or
by the news that the Madrid Junta was treating some of the loyal
fighters worse than if they had been Fascists, and shooting them
for the crime of not having wished to surrender. When the
Director-General of Supply, Trifon Gomez, came to Paris from
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